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The new team at Har Sinai 
Congregation wishes you a happy 
and healthy High Holiday season.

September 20

7:30 p.m. Pre-Selichot Gathering with Havdallah,   
 movie, coffee, cake and discussion

10 p.m. Selichot Service in the Sanctuary

September 29

8 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah Service

September 30

10 a.m. Rosh Hashanah Morning Service

4 p.m. Family picnic and Tashlich Service at   
 Meadowood Park

October 1

10 a.m. Rosh Hashanah 2nd-Day Morning Service
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I write this message upon my return from the URJ 
Biennial, held this year at the National Harbor in 

Maryland, just 
outside 
Washington, D.C. 
What a fantastic 
and inspirational 
experience to see 
more than 5,000 
people enjoying a 
Shabbat service 
and dinner.  I 
believe the URJ is 
even trying to get 
into the Guinness 
Book of World 

Records for the largest Shabbat dinner served. 
President Obama addressed the group, as did 
House Majority Leader, Eric Cantor. Other 
exciting and motivating speakers included URJ 
President, Eric Yoffie, Ambassador Nancy Brinker, 
founder of Susan G. Komen for the Cure, Natan 
Sharansky and many others. Eighteen of us 
represented Har Sinai Congregation, and each of 
us brought back many good ideas for our 
synagogue and felt a very strong sense of 
connectedness with our fellow Reform Jews 
around the country.

Har Sinai Congregation is here to serve you and 
provide the type of programming and activities 
you want. To this end, you recently received and, 
hopefully, completed, a survey. This survey was 
generated by a newly formed task force of 
Congregation members who are actively involved 
in the Congregation but not in leadership 
positions. What the members of this task force 
have in common is that they are passionate about 
Har Sinai Congregation and consider it to be an 
important part of their lives. Task force members 
range from Congregants in their 30s to those in 
their 80s, with the majority being members in their 
30s and 40s with children involved in our 
Religious School and youth groups.

Task force members are sharing with us what 
gets them excited about Har Sinai 
Congregation, and they want to know what 
gets other members excited as well.  The task 
force members put together this survey so 
that we can know that we are planning 
programs and activities that our Congregants 
want and will participate in. We thank those of 
you who have completed the survey and urge 
those of you who have not yet completed the 
survey to do so as soon as possible.
The results will be tallied, and we will report 
back to you on some of the actions we as a 
Congregation will be taking in response to the 
survey. It is excited and engaged members 
who will bring their friends and help us grow 
and continue to be a vital part of the 
community. 

I am pleased to announce that the ARZA trip 
to Israel this spring, which will be led by Rabbi 
Sharff, has enough people signed up so that it 
is definitely a go. There are, however, some 
spaces still available. If you are interested, 
please call Rabbi Sharff or the temple office. 
This should be a truly memorable experience, 
and I encourage you to be a part of this 
pilgrimage.  

As we enter 2012, I want to wish each of you 
and your families a year full of health and 
happiness. As you make your New Year!s 
resolutions, I hope you!ll think about one that 
involves becoming more involved in 
synagogue life. Why not commit to attending 
Friday night services once a month or serving 
on a temple committee? How about attending 
an adult education class or participating in a 
family education program with your children? 
Make the temple an important part of your life 
this year.

   Sincerely,

Stewart D. Sachs

  Har Sinai Happenings
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 6" "                 " 12 TEVET
6:15 p.m.  Erev Shabbat Service in the Myerberg Chapel

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7  " " " 12 TEVET
9:00 a.m.  Torah Study in the Friedberg Library
10:30 a.m.  Shabbbat Morning Service in the Sanctuary
                   Alexandra Efron will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah
                    " Torah: Genesis 47:28-50:26
"       "   " Haftarah: I Kings  2:1-12
"        " " "
FRIDAY, JANUARY 13" " " " 19 TEVET
6:15 p.m.   Erev Social Action Shabbat Service with Anniversary Blessings 
" " in the Myerberg Chapel

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14" " " 19 TEVET
9:00 a.m.  Torah Study in the Friedberg Library
10:30 a.m.  Shabbat Morning Service in the Sanctuary
"      Zachary Caplan will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
                "     " Torah: Exodus 1:1-6:1
"       " " Haftarah: Isaiah  27:6-28:13, 29:22-23
"       
FRIDAY, JANUARY 20" " "  " 26 TEVET
6:15 p.m.  Shabbat Rocks! with Birthday Blessings in the Sanctuary

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21" " " 26 TEVET
9:00 a.m.  Torah Study in the Friedberg Library
10:30 a.m.  Shabbbat Morning Service in the Myerberg Chapel
"       " " Torah: Exodus 6:2-9:35
"       " " Haftarah: Ezekiel  28:25-29:21

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27                       "              4 SHEVAT
6:15 p.m. Erev Shabbat Service in the Myerberg Chapel

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28" "              4 SHEVAT
9:00 a.m.  Torah Study in the Friedberg Library
10:30 a.m.  Shabbat Morning Service in the Myerberg Chapel
"       " " Torah: Exodus 10:1-13:16
                    " Haftarah: Jeremiah 46:13-28

"        
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Rabbi Shar!’s Reflections
One of the great challenges that has 
always faced Judaism is the issue of 
modernity.  Our tradition is grounded in 
an ancient framework built upon the 
foundation of Torah.  Yet, it is an ever 
evolving tradition always seeking to 
balance the old with the new.  One could 
argue that Judaism really is a tradition 
based more on interpretative history 
rather than canonical literature like the 
Hebrew Bible.

It is this history of interpretation that has 
enabled us to learn, grow and thrive as Jews struggling to find 
meaning in modern circumstances.  As Reform Jews we have 
seen many different iterations of our heritage as a response to 
modernity.  These include our approaches to Jewish law 
(halacha), modes of worship, educational models and the like.
One area that has become of particular focus recently is the 
question of how we get our message out.  For example, we 
have moved away from printed material.  We no longer publish 
and mail out a monthly bulletin.  Most of our communication is 
via email and the e-Connection.  We are also looking to expand 
our Facebook presence and to find other means by which to 

best reach you.  Speaking of which, make sure to click the link 
on our website to #like! us on Facebook.

On a more personal level, I have a blog, 
http://rhythmguitarrabbi.blogspot.com/, which I try to update 
on a semi-regular basis.  In my blog I sometimes provide silly 
videos from Youtube.  But, mostly, I try to explore events from 
a Jewish perspective.  You are, of course, welcome to follow 
my blog, and there is even a link to subscribe to it.
But, one area I have not explored until now is the use of 
Twitter.  I am pleased to announce that beginning this month, I 
will be tweeting regularly.  You can follow me at @rbshsc.  
Unlike many celebrity tweeters, I will endeavor to use my 
Twitter feed to present what, in essence, are thoughts to nosh 
on.  

Hopefully, these tweets will help you feel more connected to 
the Congregation and to our beautiful heritage.  Though I 
have to admit, I do have a secondary goal, which is to take 
down Ashton Kutcher.  So if you are on Twitter, please sign up 
to follow me.  It is a grand experiment, and I look forward to 
seeing how we can further connect with one another and with 
our tradition.

L!shana tova,
"
Rabbi Benjamin Sharff

Israel Bonds
$

After many years, the ARZA Committee has brought back the Israel bond campaign to Har Sinai 
Congregation. And, since our last High Holy Day season, members of our Congregation have 

pledged over $100,000 for the State of Israel. Fantastic!




























